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without concealment a strong antipathy ; finally, Chris-
topher Palles presided over the " Barons " of the Exchequer :
his appointment had been wrung unwillingly from Mr.
Gladstone in 1875, but until the troubled days of 1918 he
was to adorn the Irish Bench and serve the Irish people by
his superb intelligence, his deep knowledge of the law, his
independence of character. He was a great lawyer and a
fearless judge. His knowledge of law was deep and universal,
and his judgments are quoted with reverence wherever the
Common Law runs. Carson became devoted to him from
the earliest days for his wisdom and kindliness. The Ex-
chequer, in those days, was a marked contrast to the Com-
mon Pleas : it was far more technical. The plaintiff could,
under the old system, select his Court for a Common Law
action, and Lord Killanin well stated the rule which used
to guide the Junior Bar when advising proceedings : c< If
you have law on your side, but no merits, bring your action
in the Exchequer ; if you have merits, but little or no law,
go to the Common Pleas : but if you have neither law nor
merits, try the Queen's Bench, because there is no knowing
what they may not do there." With the operation of the
Judicature Act the practice on the Common Law side be-
came uniform, and Carson was not teased by these problems
after his first year.
Like all young barristers, Carson went as " pupil" for a
year to an experienced junior for a fee of fifty guineas. The
master chosen for him was George Price, an equity prac-
titioner whose conveyances were works of art, but who was
tongue-tied in Court. However, the Chancery Judges were
very patient with him* He was a strange master to launch
Edward Carson, that artist in rhetoric, enquiry, and irony,
upon his legal career. However, draughtsmanship can be
taught, but advocacy such as Carson's can only come from
innate capacity and long practice, so that perhaps after all
his father chose for him the right master. There was never
any real danger that Carson's genius would be wasted in
equity draughtsmanship*
With George Price, Carson Icamt the invaluable art of
" pleading," The first stage of every civil suit is the formal